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your monthly exploration of new music 


10 Global Ear: Laos 

Clive Bell goes shopping for Laos’s national instrument the khene — a bizarre bamboo mouth-organ — 
and gets serenaded by the Far East equivalent of Tom Waits 

12 Bites 

Panacea Breakbeat barbarian Le Quan Ninh Different drummer Taylor Deupree & Savvas Ysatis 

16 Mixtape Masters 

This might be the MTV age, but the lowly cassette, loaded with pirate DJ mixes and sold right under the 
music industry’s nose, is still the deadliest disseminator of the HipHop virus. By Peter Shapiro 

18 Toshinori Hondo 

The Kon-fusion chronicles of the legendary Japanese trumpeter and sometime gangster actor, taking in his 

20 Terry Callier 

The missing link between Bob Dylan and John Coltrane, this self-described "Lazarus Man" is making a 

24 The Secret History of Film Music 

Horror movies like The Shining and avant garde composers like Penderecki have more in common than a 
passion for shrieking. They’re both grounded in cruelty, says Philip Brophy 

26 Future Sound of Berlin 

Bult on the foundations of the Basic Channel label, the house of Chain Reaction is redefining electronic 
music, Porter Ricks, Vainqueur, Monolake, Substance and Various Artists wax hard to Kodwo Eshun 

34 Fela Anikulapo-Kuti 

revolutionary cultural figures. Lindsay Barrett chronicles the life of the Godfather of Afro-beat 

42 Invisible Jukebox: Suicide 

New York's legendary electro-minimalists try to identify tracks by Elvis, Thelonious Monk, Larry Young, The 
New York Dolls, Kraftwerk, Lou Reed and more. Tested by Edwin Pouncey 

46 Buckethead 

The man in the plastic mask is America’s fingerlickin’-good guitar hero, a grotesque cartoon character 
animating the worlds of Bill Laswell, Bootsy Collins, John Zorn and Derek Bailey. By James Rotondi 
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51 Soundcheck March’s selected albums and 12’s, including releases from Dock Boggs, John Cage, Coil, 
Holger Czukay, Fred Frith, High Llamas, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Oval, Pere Ubu, Robin Rimbaud, Sonic Youth, 
Suicide, Tortoise and more 69 Multimedia Rob Young meets the architect of a vi 
70 On Location Going live- droneworks in Cologne, plus Electro-tribes and sound art 
74 Print Run New music books: Ben Watson's class war; a si 
plus jazz heroes, bluesman Muddy Waters and hobo composer Harry Partch 
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STERN’S AFRICAN CLASSICS 

Five Crucial Albums 


been waiting for them. Tt 
HI albums in which Fela invi 
perfected his signature sound: 
drums, horns, guitars and keyb 
deep, powerfully funky groove 
hard-bop solos and incendiary vocals. Thes 
are the songs in which he first issued his 
dance-music-as-political-weapon manifesto. 
Long unavailable anywhere in any format 
(and in one case never available), these 
recordings were licensed to Stern’s by 
Kalakuta Records, Fela's own 
company. Remastering them for 
compact disc and reproducing 
the original album covers, 

Stern’s proudly - and 
without further delay - 
bring you these 
five African Classics. 
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Selected highlights of the month's live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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Taylor Deupree 
& Savvas Ysatis 

Electronic environments 


dance? Possibly, when the building in question is 
designed to choreograph a ballet of lights after nightfall. 
At least, that's what electronic music duo Taylor Deupree 
and Sawas Ysatis discovered when they were 
commissioned to produce Tower Of Winds, the first in a 


forbiddingly blank, but after dusk it 'comes alive', stippling 
the night with a fountain of coloured lighting effects that 
are determined by environmental factors such as 


were building a song we made it work. This coincided 

far as arrangement goes, we didn't use any keyboards. 
We did not input any notes by methods of 'playing'. 

ts. This gave us the random feel by 



label lore 


, and Savvas and Taylor 
: through a comparable technique of 
open channeling. “Tower Of Winds gives a new twist to 
the classic environmental approach," suggests Taylor. 
'Our sounds are not 'environmental'; they are not of 
, and birds and people. Rather, we 
create a similar feeling using other sounds. We create the 
environment of the city with sounds that are not of the 
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underground psychedelia: High Rise, White 
Heaven, Ghost, Musica Transonic, Acid 
Mothers Temple, the Tokyo Flashback series; 
Keiji Haino (in numerous permutations) and 
Fushitsusha; twisted folk legends Kan Mikami 


The notion of 'intelligent buildings gives rise to horror 
stories — witness Philip Kerr’s futureshock novel Gridiron, 
in which a corporate headquarters brutally debugs itself 
of the human viruses inside it Tower Of Winds takes a far 
more benign view of Ito’s gaudy tube. Deupree: "The 


architecture that used to be nothing — used to be an old 
; then recycled, transformed by Ito into 
the piece of art that he envisioned. The title “Sleeper, 
There Is Much To Do" and the delayed start [of the CD] 


way of doing that was 

? from the building's own 
; "Picking Up The Change" or 
"It’s Good To Be Here"-aln 
building's point of view as it reacted to the city around it" 
They must have done something right Toyo Ito has 

; very happy about that Very honoured." ROB 















Semi-legal, changing hands on a street corner near you, mixtapes are the elusive, rogue 
carriers of the HipHop virus. Peter Shapiro celebrates the culture of the cassette 














tokyo 

drifter 



Japanese trumpeter Toshinori Kondo has done well by playing the Kon-fusion card. He's worked 
Yakuza movies and high-level fusion, Improv and DJ summits. Words: Rob Young. Photography: 








lis way into Issey Miyake suits 
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RAISING LAZARU 
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In the 1960s Terry Callier defined a new folk sound enriched by an encounter with John 
Coltrane. Despite recording atrilogy ofjazz/folk/sSul classidlin the 1970s, he then disappeared, 
until the Acid Jazz label disinterred one of his great lost songs. Words: David Keenan 
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i brand new album out 2/3/98 


“defining the avant-garage non-stop" 


DAVID THOMAS 
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Herrmann's contribution to musical psychosis is found in 
the selection of music for Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining 
(1980) — in particular, the excerpts from Krzysztof 
Penderecki's Polymorphia (1961) and De Natura 
Sonoris( 1966). 

More so than the intricate transpositions of insect 
harmonics and frequencies that give Bela Bartdk's later 
work its fetid, corpulent richness, Penderecki's 

For at least three centuries, composers have used the 



The atonality fraternity of Psycho, The Exorcist and 
progression to signify the absence of melodious 


young woman's body discovered in a farm ditch, then 



strange draining of pathos and seeping of affection 
fatally paints the young woman as a ghost: a fading 
being whose erasure is proportionately framed by 
people’s wavering feelings towards her, and her 

character one way or the other. Soliciting neither a 


cat rot fever 

In the latest reel of his secret history of film music, Philip Brophy reveals how the sinister 
origins of classical instruments resurface in horror’s compact with the avant garde 































































































When Fela Anikulapo-Kuti died last August. Nigeria lost one of its most controversial and 
inspirational cultural figures. Here, the Africa-based writer Lindsay Barrett maps the 
extraordinary trajectory of Fela s life, detailing the emergence of his patented brand of Afro- 
beat, his anarchic lifetsyle, and the ongoing battles with the Nigerian authorities 
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PHILIP GLASS 
PAUL WELLER 
JOHN CALE 
GOLDIE 
SONIC YOUTH 


ELVIS COSTELLO 
STEVE ALBINI 
JOHN PEEL 
JAH WOBBLE 
A LI FARKA TOURE 


FSOL 
ICE T 

HENRY ROLLINS 
MARK E SMITH 
COURTNEY PINE... 


This anthology of over 30 of the best Invisible Jukeboxes, the most popular feature 
in The Wire, is to be published by Quartet Books on 2B March 1998 priced £10.00 


Q Quartet Book* 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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Going live: festivals, c 
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Michael Nyman 

Thursday 5 March at 7.15 pm 
Royal Geographical Society 

Don’t miss 
Michael Nyman 
at the piano 
and the podium 


D&AD President's Lectures 



dirtwiqtif MARK-ANTHONY 
PULSE SHADOWS TURNAGE — 

rUL ”ii!? HUUVV * i BLOOD ON THE FLOOR JH 

Arditti Quartet Ensemble Modern wm 

and conducted by Peter Rundel ' 

Nash Ensemble «»ggg» 

MARTIN ROBERTSON 


with Claron McFadden soprano 
conducted by Andrea Quinn 









New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 
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CAPTAIN TRIP RECORDS 
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Celluloid dreams 

Our March offer: Take out your first subscription to The Wire and get a Celluloid CD — FREE! 




Tel 0171 734 3555 ■ Fax 0171 287 4767 

Subscribe via the Web: www.dfuse.com/the-wire 
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epiphanies 


In a Russian house, Howard Mandel recalls a time when music still mattered 



sang his original lyrics in a soft but impassioned voice 
reminiscent of Bob Dylan, if not Woody Guthrie. Bori: 
himself might have cited the Soviet actor-singer- 


they could stop me whenever they want to, but why 
should they bother? I'm only a musician. I think I'm 
working under the best of conditions." In 1988, Boris 

deal with CBS. But at the time^ met him, he still 


After more than an hour, Boris sang The Grateful 
Dead's 'Unde John's Band" and a Buffalo Springfield 
song, in honour of the Americans; then Sergey sat at 
the piano and, with Boris, played a simple blues. One of 


iad long participated in Leningrad’s 


and gave infrequently r 

























